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To: Teachers 

Subject: Lesson for SOL World History II, 12b, 1500 AD - Present, Era VII 

 

 

The Virginia Department of Education reviewed and updated the Standards of Learning and 

Curriculum Framework for teachers in History/Social Sciences. This lesson and study guide on 

the Armenian Genocide of 1915 was developed to address WH II, 12b:  Examples  of other 

genocides (in addition to the Holocaust). 
 
The Armenian Genocide and the Holocaust are the most typical instances of total genocide in the 

20
th 

century.  The Armenian Genocide of 1915 went unchecked and was quickly forgotten by the 

world. The Armenian Genocide of 1915 was the first major genocide of the 20
th 
century and the 

forerunner for subsequent 20
th 

century genocides. By studying this genocide, students will be 
able to see the relationships between the Armenian Genocide and the Jewish Holocaust. 

 
The lesson plan (p. 6) includes: 

- a 15-20 minute lesson plan based on a five minute segment, The Century, The 

Forgotten Genocide, produced by the late Peter Jennings of ABC News (see 

instructions below for accessing film)* 

-     Historical Background information for the teacher, pp 3-4 

- Frequently Asked Questions about the Armenian Genocide, pp 11-13 

-     Fact Sheet about the Armenian Genocide, p. 10 
- Vocabulary sheet for students and one with definitions for teachers, p. 9 

- Questions for students to answer as they watch the movie; questions with answers for   

       teachers, pp 7-8 

- Bibliography and websites, pp 14-17 
-     Supplemental materials including comparison between the Holocaust and the   
      Armenian Genocide, p. 5 

 

*At http://www.armenian-educationcenter.org/home/resources.html you will find the excellent 

five-minute film on the Armenian Genocide and other genocides of the 20
th
 century narrated by 

the late Peter Jennings of ABC news.  
 

Please direct any questions or requests for speakers on this topic to The Armenian Education 

Center. Email: director@armenian-educationcenter.org  Web site:   

http://www.armenian- educationcenter.org 
 

We hope these Armenian Genocide resources will be of service to you in teaching the events of 

history, and most importantly, the value of human rights for all people. 

 
  Following are the names and Virginia Public Schools educational experience of those who   

  collaborated on this lesson plan: 
 
Grace Butler, teacher (retired)  

Roxie Kricorian, teacher (retired) 

Deborahjean Morrell, teacher, librarian 

Anne Tootelian Norris, teacher, librarian (retired)  

Frances Woodruff, librarian (retired) 
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Background 

The Armenians established their first historic principality in the 7
th  

century before 
 

Christ. Powerful empires, such as those of ancient Persia, Rome, and the Mongols, 

interrupted long periods of Armenian independence. 

In 301 AD, Armenia became the first country to accept Christianity as the state 

religion.  In the centuries that followed, the Armenians continued to make significant 

contributions in the areas of art, trade, literature, the sciences, and particularly in 

architecture. 

The first Turkish invasions of the Armenian homeland began in the 11
th 

century. 
 

In the 16
th 

century, Turks made Armenia a part of the Ottoman Empire.  By the beginning of 

the 19
th 

century, the Armenians living in the Ottoman Empire were experiencing a cultural and 

intellectual awakening. They were influenced through commercial activity and contacts with 

Europe and America. 

As the European states resisted the extension of Turkish power, the once massive 

Ottoman Empire diminished in size.  In the 19
th 

century, subject peoples such as Greeks, 

Serbs, and Romanians secured their independence.  By the time of World War I in 1914, the 

Armenians and the Arabs were the principal subject peoples in the Middle East, still living 

under the authoritarian rule of the Turks. 

As the Ottoman administrative system began to break down through corruption and 

mismanagement, oppression against the Armenian minority increased.  Although a vast 

number of Armenians were peasants, many Turks were envious of the Armenians who were 

the professionals, the businessmen and the skilled craftsmen.  The Armenians were treated as 

second-class citizens and were branded as a religious minority.  They were called infidels or 

non-believers.  Discriminatory taxes levied on Armenians were increased.  Persecutions also 

increased. 

The Armenians lived in a climate of tyranny.  In some areas, they were afraid to 

speak their language openly, or read Armenian history books.  Sultan Abdul Hamid, the 

ruler of the Ottoman Empire from 1876-1909, banned many Armenian books.  He 

established censorship because he feared scientific and social ideas from the West. Between  

1894 and 1896, in answer to demands for reform, he had more than 100,000 Armenians 

massacred in widespread pogroms. 

 

During times of persecution, the Armenians looked in vain to Europe to intercede on  

their behalf.  Because European intervention was ineffective against Turkish tyranny, some 
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Armenians took up arms in self-defense.  The Turks feared that the Armenians would  

someday make demands to pull out of the Empire, just as the Balkan states had previously 

done. 

At the turn of the 20
th 

century, the Armenians were asking for basic democratic 
 

reforms and constitutional government.  They were asking for an equal place in society, the 

right to vote, and freedom from harassment and persecution. 

On the eve of World War I, the Ottoman Empire was in a period of intense crisis. 

Reform-minded Turkish nationalists took control of the tottering government in 1908. 

The Armenians were overjoyed, however, within a few years, Turkish national extremists 

seized power and embarked upon a reign of terror. 

Enver Pasha, Talaat Pasha, Djemal Pasha, and a group of other dictatorial Turkish 

rulers subscribed to the elitist or racist ideology of Pan-Turkism, a belief in Turkey for 

the Turks only.  They rejected the idea of a pluralistic society, wherein all people, 

including minorities, would be assured of equal rights. 

The fundamental belief of Pan-Turkism was to change a multi-national, multi- 

cultural, and multi-religious empire into a state inhabited by Turkish peoples as far away as 

Central Asia.  The Armenians lived in the very path of the Turkish expansionist plan. Thus, 

the Turkish rulers decided to eliminate them. 

 

Geographic Background 
 

Historic Armenia is located at the crossroads of three continents – Europe, Asia, and 

Africa.  It was bounded by the Caucasus Mountains and the Black Sea to the north, the 

Caspian Sea to the east, the Syrian Desert to the south, Anatolia to the west, and the 

Mediterranean Sea to the southwest.  Historically, the Armenian people have been divided 

between the Turkish Ottoman Empire, the Russian Empire, and Persia.  What remains of 

Armenia was incorporated as part of the Soviet Union in 1920 as its smallest republic. 

Armenia was an independent republic between 1918-1920.  In 1991, Armenia declared its 

independence from the Soviet Union.  Currently it borders on Turkey, Georgia, Iran and 

Azerbaijan. 
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Comparing the Armenian Genocide and the Jewish Holocaust 

 
Similarities: 

• Both genocides were state-initiated policies with the intent to eliminate the 

Armenians from the Ottoman Empire, the Jews from Germany and Europe. 

• Both victim groups were used as scapegoats for internal problems. 

• Both victim groups were religious and ethnic minorities in the countries in which they 

lived. 

•  Both genocides occurred during the disintegration of a regime or empire. 

• Both genocides occurred during world wars. 

• Both victim groups were defenseless; firearms had been confiscated. 

• Both victim groups have a history of persecution. 

• Both victim groups were persecuted because of religion and ethnicity. 

•  Both victim groups adhere to an ancient religion. 

•  Both victim groups had strong positions in the economic arena of the countries in 

which they lived. 

•  Both governments formed and used special forces to implement the genocides. 

•  Initial preparation and implementation for both genocides were conducted in 

secrecy and with strict discipline. 

•  Books were destroyed for both victim groups. 

 
Differences: 

• Armenians were living on their ancestral homeland. 

• Jews were scattered throughout Germany, Europe, and beyond. 

• Jews were demonized and stigmatized as an inferior race; the escalation of the 

anti-Semitic movement culminated in their near annihilation. 

• Armenians were stigmatized as ―infidels. 

• Armenians were looking for fair and just treatment, territorial autonomy, and self- 

administration. 

• In some cases, if the Armenians rejected their Christianity and accepted Islam as 

their religion and declared themselves to be Turkish, their lives might be spared. 

They sometimes had a choice. 

• Jews were looking for assimilation and integration into another culture, but there was 

no hope of acceptance or choice, only death. 

• The intent of the Holocaust was to eliminate the Jews on a global level (global 

genocide). 

• The intent of the Armenian Genocide was to eliminate Armenians from the 

Ottoman Empire (domestic genocide). 

• Armenian historical artifacts, monuments and structures are still being 

appropriated or allowed to decay through neglect. 

• The government of Turkey continues to deny the genocide of the Armenians. 
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Lesson Plan: Before the Holocaust: The Armenian Genocide of  1915 

 
Target Curriculum: History and Social Science, World History II, 12b 

Target Grades: 9 and 10 

Time: 20 minutes 
 

 
Objective:  To know the meaning of genocide, to understand that genocide is not an 

isolated phenomenon, but a method of oppressing human rights that occurs throughout 

history, and to identify some warning signals and attitudes that may lead to genocide. 

 
Purpose:  The students will recognize the importance of the Armenian Genocide as: 

- An example of unchecked human rights violations 

- The first major genocide of the 20
th  

century 

- The precursor of the Jewish Holocaust 

- A model for subsequent 20
th 

century genocides 

 
Materials: - Historical Background information for the   

                              teacher  
                       - Questions for students to answer as they watch  

                                 the movie; questions with answers for teachers 

                        -      Film:  ABC News, The Century: The   

                                 Forgotten Genocide (5 minutes) can be   

                                accessed from the following website:  
  AEC Teaching Resources 

- Vocabulary list with definitions, relevant to film  

- Comparison between the Holocaust and the 

Armenian Genocide (can be used for subsequent 

discussion) 

 

Procedure:   - Locate Turkey on the map. 

- Distribute student handouts for the video The Forgotten Genocide*. 

- Go over definitions. 

- Go over questions before showing video.  Direct students to look for 

answers to the questions while watching the film.  Students can share 

answers with the class after viewing the video. 

 
Notes:  A variation to the above procedure would be to divide the class into three groups and give 

two questions to each group.  Because of the extensive amount of information included in this five-

minute film, it may be useful to view it a second time. 

 
*Genocide is a crime against humanity. As a result of the nature of the subject, some of the footage in 

the film includes dead bodies, beheaded figures, as well as the stories of murder that occurred. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.armenian-educationcenter.org/home/resources.html
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Lesson Plan: Before the Holocaust: The Armenian Genocide of 1915 
 

 

Questions and suggested answers (teacher’s copy) 

 
View this film with the following questions in mind: 

 

 

1.  What examples of human rights abuses can you identify? 
Physical, emotional, and spiritual abuses: forced deportations, rape, starvation, and 

widespread massacres. 

Victims did not have a legal justice system to protect them. 
Denied religious and cultural freedom; their homes, property and wealth were 
confiscated. 

 
2.  In what way did the “Forgotten Genocide”(Armenian) help Hitler during World 

War II? 
Hitler’s reference to the Armenian Genocide, ―Who now speaks of the Armenians?‖ 

This racist attitude and intolerance to minorities was the foundation for a form of 

ethnic cleansing, and the Armenians were the main target. 

 
4. What were the Ottoman government’s reasons for eliminating the Armenians? 

By eliminating the Armenian Christian minority, they would be furthering their goal 

of establishing a ―pan-Turkic state—a ―Turkey for Turks only. They would also rid 
the country of those who were asking for reforms.  In addition, there existed a fear 

that the Armenians would join the Russians to fight the Turks during this time. 

 
5.  What was the Ottoman government’s plan for destroying the Armenian people? 

The plan was to disarm Armenian soldiers in the Turkish Army, put them on hard 

work detail and eventually kill them; to eliminate the religious, economic, political, 

and cultural leaders in the  Armenian communities; to confiscate weapons from the 

remaining Armenian population and force  march them through the deserts to their 

deaths under the guise of relocation. 

 
6.  Who was Armin Wegner?  What was his role in bringing the Armenian Genocide to 

the world’s attention and what were his risks? 
Germany and Turkey were allies during World War I.  Wegner was a medic in the 

German army stationed in Turkey.  His photographing the massacred Armenians was 

an act of treason, but his photographs were sent to Germany and the United States and 

alerted the world to what was taking place in Turkey. He was later arrested and 

eventually sent back to Germany.  He has provided definitive proof of what the 

Ottoman government tried to keep secret; his photographs provide an irrefutable 

rebuttal to the continued denial by Turkey’s present-day government. 
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Lesson Plan: Before the Holocaust: The Armenian Genocide of 1915 
 

 
 

Questions for the student:  As you look at the video, look for the answers to the following 

questions and write them down in the space provided: 

 
1. What human rights abuses can you identify from the video? 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2. In what way did the “Forgotten Genocide” (Armenian) help Hitler during WW II? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3. How did the Young Turks’ “pan-Turkic” idea affect the Armenians 

in the Ottoman Empire? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4. What were the Ottoman government’s reasons for eliminating the Armenians? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

5. What was the Ottoman government’s plan for destroying the Armenian people? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6. Who was Armin Wegner?  What was Armin Wegner’s role in bringing the 

Armenian Genocide to the world’s attention and what were his risks? 
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Lesson Plan: Before the Holocaust: The Armenian Genocide of 1915 
 
 

 

Vocabulary 
 

 

1.  coup (coup d’état) – a sudden violent overthrow of a government by a 

smaller group 
 

 

2.  deportation – expulsion of those deemed undesirable from a country 
 

 

3.  ethnic group – a group of people having a common cultural heritage or 

nationality 
 

 

4.  genocide – the systematic and purposeful destruction of a racial, political, 

religious or cultural group 
 

 

5.  massacre – the killing of many persons under cruel or atrocious 

circumstances; a wholesale slaughter 
 

 

6.  Ottoman Empire – Muslim empire of the Turks from 1300 to 1920 
 

 

7.  Pan-Turkic – a belief in a Turkish state inhabited by Turkish people only 
 

 

8.  perpetrator – one who is guilty of executing a crime 
 

 

9.  racist ideology – belief in the superiority of one race over another 
 

 

10. Talaat Pasha – Ottoman Turkish leader referred to today as the Turkish 

Hitler 
 

 

11. Young Turks – A group of young Turks who replaced the Sultan’s 

government by means of a coup in 1908 
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FACT SHEET: THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
 

During the second half of the nineteenth century, the Armenian population of the Ottoman (Turkish) 
Empire became the target of increasing persecution by the Ottoman government. These persecutions 
culminated in a three decade period during which millions of Armenians were systematically uprooted 
from their homeland of 3,000 years and eliminated through massacres and exile. 

 
THE PATTERN OF PERSECUTION: 1894-1922 

 
1894-1896 300,000 Armenians massacred during the reign of the 

Ottoman Sultan Abdul-Hamid ll 
 
1909 30,000 Armenians massacred in the area of Cilicia. 

 
1915-1922 1,500,000 Armenians killed, more than 500,000 exiled from the 

Ottoman Empire. 
 
By the beginning of World War 1, there were more than 2,500,000 living in the Ottoman Empire; today, 
fewer than 100,000 declared Armenians remain in Turkey, most of them in Istanbul and Western 
Turkey. The Eastern provinces, the Armenian heartland, are virtually without Armenians. 
APRIL 24 - THE BEGINNING OF THE 1915 GENOCIDE 

 
1) On April 24, 1915, hundreds of Armenian religious, political and intellectual leaders were rounded 
up, exiled and eventually murdered in remote places in Anatolia. 

 
2) Within several months, the approximately 250,000 Armenians serving in the Ottoman army 
during WWI were disarmed and placed in forced labor battalions where they were either starved or 

executed. 
 
3) The Armenian people, deprived of their leadership and young able-bodied men and disarmed under 
threat of severe punishment, were then deported from every city, town and village of Asia Minor and 
Turkish Armenia. In most instances during the death marches, the men and older boys were quickly 
separated and executed soon after leaving town. The unprotected women and children were marched for 
weeks into the Syrian desert and subjected to rape, torture, and mutilation along the way. Thousands were 
seized and forced into Turkish and Kurdish homes and harems. The majority of the deportees died on the 
marches of forced starvation, disease and massacres. 

 
4) Approximately 500,000 refugees escaped to the north across the Russian border, south into Arab 
countries, or to Europe and the United States. Thus, the Armenian community of the Ottoman Empire 
was virtually eliminated as a result of a carefully executed government plan of genocide. 

 
"When the Turkish authorities gave the orders for these deportations, they were merely giving the 
death warrant to a whole race: they understood this well, and, in their conversations with me, they 
made no particular attempt to conceal the fact.” 

 
“I am confident that the whole history of the human race contains no such horrible episode as this. The 
great massacres and persecutions of the past seem almost insignificant when compared to the 
sufferings of the Armenian race in 1915.” 

Henry Morgenthau 
U.S. Ambassador to Turkey 
"Ambassador Morgenthau's Story" 
(Doubleday Garden City 1918) 

Armenian National Committee 
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Frequently Asked Questions about the Armenian Genocide 
(Armenian National Institute) 

 

What is the Armenian Genocide? 
 

Who was responsible for the Armenian Genocide?  

How many people died in the Armenian Genocide?  

Were there witnesses to the Armenian Genocide? 

What was the response of the international community to the Armenian Genocide?  

Why is the Armenian Genocide commemorated on April 24? 

Are the Armenian massacres acknowledged today as a Genocide according to the United Nations 

Genocide Convention? 
 

 
 
What is the Armenian Genocide? 
The atrocities committed against the Armenian people of the Ottoman Empire during W.W.I are called 
the Armenian Genocide. Genocide is the organized killing of a people for the express purpose of putting 
an end to their collective existence. Because of its scope, genocide requires central planning and a 
machinery to implement it. This makes genocide the quintessential state crime as only a government has 
the resources to carry out such a scheme of destruction. The Armenian Genocide was centrally planned 
and administered by the Turkish government against the entire Armenian population of the Ottoman 
Empire. It was carried out during W.W.I between the years 1915 and 1918. The Armenian people were 
subjected to deportation, expropriation, abduction, torture, massacre, and starvation. The great bulk of 
the Armenian population was forcibly removed from Armenia and Anatolia to Syria, where the vast 
majority was sent into the desert to die of thirst and hunger. Large numbers of Armenians were 
methodically massacred throughout the Ottoman Empire. Women and children were abducted and 
horribly abused. The entire wealth of the Armenian people was expropriated. After only a little more than 
a year of calm at the end of W.W.I, the atrocities were renewed between 1920 and 1923, and the 
remaining Armenians were subjected to further massacres and expulsions. In 1915, thirty-three years 
before UN Genocide Convention was adopted, the Armenian Genocide was condemned by the 
international community as a crime against humanity. 

 
Who was responsible for the Armenian Genocide? 

The decision to carry out a genocide against the Armenian people was made by the political party in 
power in the Ottoman Empire. This was the Committee of Union and Progress (CUP) (or Ittihad ve 
Terakki Jemiyeti), popularly known as the Young Turks. Three figures from the CUP controlled the 
government; Mehmet Talaat, Minister of the Interior in 1915 and Grand Vizier (Prime Minister) in 1917; 
Ismail Enver, Minister of War; Ahmed Jemal, Minister of the Marine and Military Governor of Syria. This 
Young Turk triumvirate relied on other members of the CUP appointed to high government posts and 
assigned to military commands to carry out the Armenian Genocide. In addition to the Ministry of War and 
the Ministry of the Interior, the Young Turks also relied on a newly-created secret outfit which they 
manned with convicts and irregular troops, called the Special Organization (Teshkilati Mahsusa). Its 
primary function was the carrying out of the mass slaughter of the deported Armenians. In charge of the 
Special Organization was Behaeddin 
Shakir, a medical doctor. Moreover, ideologists such as Zia Gokalp propagandized through the media 
on behalf of the CUP by promoting Pan-Turanism, the creation of a new empire stretching from Anatolia 
into Central Asia whose population would be exclusively Turkic. These concepts justified and 
popularized the secret CUP plans to liquidate the Armenians of the Ottoman Empire. The Young Turk 
conspirators, other leading figures of the wartime Ottoman government, members of the CUP Central 
Committee, and many provincial administrators responsible for atrocities against the Armenians were 
indicted for their crimes at the end of the war. The main culprits evaded justice by fleeing the country. 
Even so, they were tried in absentia and found guilty of capital crimes. The massacres, expulsions, and 

http://www.armenian-genocide.org/index.htm


SOL WH II, 12b 

AEC 6/12  12 | P a g e  

further mistreatment of the Armenians between 1920 and 1923 were carried by the Turkish Nationalists, 
who represented a new political movement opposed to the Young Turks, but who shared a common 
ideology of ethnic exclusivity. 

 

 
How many people died in the Armenian Genocide? 

It is estimated that one and a half million Armenians perished between 1915 and 1923. There were an 
estimated two million Armenians living in the Ottoman Empire on the eve of W.W.I. Well over a million 
were deported in 1915. Hundreds of thousands were butchered outright. Many others died of starvation, 
exhaustion, and epidemics which ravaged the concentration camps. Among the Armenians living along 
the periphery of the Ottoman Empire many at first escaped the fate of their countrymen in the central 
provinces of Turkey. Tens of thousands in the east fled to the Russian border to lead a precarious 
existence as refugees. The majority of the Armenians in Constantinople, the capital city, were spared 
deportation. In 1918, however, the Young Turk regime took the war into the Caucasus, where 
approximately 1,800,000 Armenians lived under Russian dominion. Ottoman forces advancing through 
East Armenia and Azerbaijan here too engaged in systematic massacres. The expulsions and 
massacres carried by the Nationalist 
Turks between 1920 and 1922 added tens of thousands of more victims. By 1923 the entire 
landmass of Asia Minor and historic West Armenia had been expunged of its Armenian population. 
The destruction of the Armenian communities in this part of the world was total. 

 

 
Were there witnesses to the Armenian Genocide? 

There were many witnesses to the Armenian Genocide. Although the Young Turk government took 
precautions and imposed restrictions on reporting and photographing, there were lots of foreigners in 
the Ottoman Empire who witnessed the deportations. Foremost among them were U.S. diplomatic 
representatives and American missionaries. They were first to send news to the outside world about 
the unfolding genocide. Some of their reports made headline news in the American and Western 
media. Also reporting on the atrocities committed against the Armenians were many German 
eyewitnesses. The Germans were allies of the Turks in W.W.I. Numerous German officers held 
important military assignments in the Ottoman Empire. Some among them condoned the Young Turk 
policy. Others confidentially reported to their superiors in Germany about the slaughter of the Armenian 
civilian population. Many Russians saw for themselves the devastation wreaked upon the Armenian 
communities when the Russian Army occupied parts of Anatolia. Many Arabs in Syria where most of 
the deportees were sent saw for themselves the appalling condition to which the Armenian survivors 
had been reduced. Lastly, many Turkish officials were witnesses as participants in the Armenian 
Genocide. A number of them gave testimony under oath during the post-war tribunals convened to try 
the Young Turk conspirators who organized the Armenian Genocide. 

 
 
What was the response of the international community to the Armenian Genocide? 

The international community condemned the Armenian Genocide. In May 1915, Great Britain, France, 
and Russia advised the Young Turk leaders that they would be held personally responsible for this crime 
against humanity. There was a strong public outcry in the United States against the mistreatment of the 
Armenians. At the end of the war, the Allied victors demanded that the Ottoman government prosecute 
the Young Turks accused of wartime crimes. Relief efforts were also mounted to save "the starving 
Armenians." The American, British, and German governments sponsored the preparation of reports on 
the atrocities and numerous accounts were published. On the other hand, despite the moral outrage of 
the international community, no strong actions were taken against the Ottoman Empire either to sanction 
its brutal policies or to salvage the Armenian people from the grip of extermination. Moreover, no steps 
were taken to require the postwar Turkish governments to make restitution to the Armenian people for 
their immense material and human losses. 
 

 

Why is the Armenian Genocide commemorated on April 24? 

On the night of April 24, 1915, the Turkish government placed under arrest over 200 Armenian 
community leaders in Constantinople. Hundreds more were apprehended soon after. They were 
all sent to prison in the interior of Anatolia, where most were summarily executed. The Young Turk  
regime had long been planning the Armenian Genocide and reports of atrocities being committed 
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against the Armenians in the eastern war zones had been filtering in during the first months of 

1915. The Ministry of War had already acted on the government's plan by disarming the Armenian 
recruits in the Ottoman Army, reducing them to labor battalions and working them under 
conditions equaling slavery. The incapacitation and methodic reduction of the Armenian male 
population, as well as the summary arrest and execution of the Armenian leadership marked the 
earliest stages of the Armenian Genocide. These acts were committed under the cover of a news 
blackout on account of the war and the government proceeded to implement its plans to liquidate 
the Armenian population with secrecy. Therefore, the Young Turks regime's true intentions went 
undetected until the arrests of April 24. As the persons seized that night included the most prominent 
public figures of the Armenian community in the capital city of the Ottoman Empire, everyone was 
alerted about the dimensions of the policies being entertained and implemented by the Turkish 
government. Their death presaged the murder of an ancient civilization. April 24 is, therefore, 
commemorated as the date of the unfolding of the Armenian Genocide. 
 

 
Are the Armenian massacres acknowledged today as a Genocide according to the United 
Nations Genocide Convention? 

The United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 
describes genocide as "acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, 
racial or religious group." Clearly this definition applies in the case of the atrocities committed against 
the Armenians. Because the U.N. Convention was adopted in 1948, thirty years after the Armenian 
Genocide, Armenians worldwide have sought from their respective governments formal 
acknowledgment of the crimes committed during W.W.I. Countries like France, Argentina, Greece, 
and Russia, where the survivors of the Armenian Genocide and their descendants live, have officially 
recognized the Armenian Genocide. However, as a matter of policy, the present-day Republic of 
Turkey adamantly denies that a genocide was committed against the Armenians during W.W.I. 
Moreover, Turkey dismisses the evidence about the atrocities as mere allegations and regularly 
obstructs efforts for acknowledgment. Affirming the truth about the Armenian Genocide, therefore, has 
become an issue of international significance. The recurrence of genocide in the twentieth century has 
made the reaffirmation of the historic acknowledgment of the criminal mistreatment of the Armenians 
by Turkey all the more a compelling obligation for the international community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Armenian National Institute 
122 C Street, NW, Suite 360 

Washington, DC 20001 
 

 
tel: (202) 383-9009 fax: (202) 383-9012 e-mail: ani@aaainc.org 

www.armenian-genocide.org 

Copyright © 1998-2012 Armenian National Institute. Read copyright notice.  
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